
Lydden Parish Council 

 
 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd of April  2025 

at 7.45 pm in Lydden Village Hall  

 

   Present: Lydden Parish Councilors: R Booth (Chairman), M Cregeen (Vice Chairman), B Collins, P Collins,  

                                                                   S Fuller, W Smith 

   In Attendance: Irene Bowie (Parish Clerk). Members of the Public 
 

 
1. Apologies. 
 1.1 Apologies for absence received and confirmed by the Council Members who cannot attend a 

meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings; under Section 
75(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 
Apologies were received from KCC Councillor Beaney. 

 1.2 Declaration of Changes to the Register of Interests. There were none. 

 1.3 To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda. In 
accordance with the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 
Councillor Booth declared an interest in agenda item 6.5 
Councillor Cregeen declared an interest in agenda item 6.4 

 1.4 Requests for Dispensations. 
It was RESOLVED that due to the reduced number of Councillors a dispensation was granted to 
Councillor Cregeen to participate in the discussions relating to the allotments with the exception 
of setting the yearly rate for tenants. 

 1.5 Declarations of Lobbying. There were none. 

 

2. Public comments and observations. (Maximum 15 minutes) 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Individuals may speak for 
up to three minutes, at the discretion of the Chairman, on agenda items only. The minute book will 
be closed. 
Matters raised: 

• Overgrown hedges on Stonehall- obstructing the pavement. 

• Pavement Parking on Canterbury Road – obstructing the pavement. 

• Over hanging Ivy obstructing the pavement on Stonehall 

3. Reports from external parties (if present). 
Kent County Councillor, Dover District Councillor, Police. 
There were no reports. 

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th March 2025, with 
one amendment, were taken as read, confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 

5. Planning:  

 5.1 To table planning applications received for consideration. 
  5.1.1 25/00294 34A Canterbury Road Lydden CT15 7ER 

Erection of a single storey rear extension and extension of existing raised patio 

    RESOLVED: No objection 
  5.1.2 25/00117 28 Stonehall Lydden CT15 7JU 

Erection of two storey and single storey rear extensions, enlargement of rear first-



floor window (existing rear conservatory to be demolished)RESOLVED: No objection 

 
 

5.2 To table decisions by Dover District Council (DDC) since the last meeting. There were none. 
 5.3 To Table and Validate Planning Applications dealt with since the last meeting.  

There were none. 
 5.4 To Table late planning matters. There were none. 

 

6. To receive Reports 
 6.1 Chairman’s Report. 

The Chairman reported that: 
• He had successfully obtained a copy of the lease with the Village Hall from the solicitor. 
• The works on the boundary hedge with the Lydden Bell would take place soon  

 6.2 Clerks Report (on matters not included in other agenda items). All matters included elsewhere 
on the agenda. 

 6.3 Councillors Report (on matters not included in other agenda items). Included elsewhere on the 
agenda. 

 6.4 Allotments Report and Update. 
It was reported that the new agreements had been posted and the amendment to the rent for 
the first three months had been made. 
Councillor Cregeen had sent the water meter reading to the Clerk. It was confirmed that this 
had been submitted to Castle Water. The Clerk reported on a recent KALC Allotment Law course 
she had attended. 

 6.5 Village Hall Report and Update. It was AGREED that a meeting would be arranged with the 
Village Hall Management Committee to discuss the options to prevent non hall hirers using the 
car park. 

 6.6 Lydden Speedwatch. 

It was reported that the Speedwatch team now had access to a bodycam. It was AGREED that 
the parish council would, after the May KCC Elections, approach the KCC Councillor and request 
a members grant to purchase a handheld radar speed gun and bodycams. Clerk to progress. 

 6.7 VE Day 80th Anniversary 8th May 2025 (Parish Council event 10th May 2025). 

Councillors B Collins and P Collins reported that the event planning was underway. It was AGREED 
that those Councillors who were available and the Clerk would set up the Village Hall on the 10th of 
May. It was AGREED that the poster for the event would be posted on the Village Facebook page. 

 

7. Highways: 

      7.1   To receive the parish portal report. The reported was received and noted. 
      7.2   To receive updates on the KCC Highways Improvement Plan. 

  It was AGREED that the HIP returned by KCC Highways was accurate. It was noted that a   
  meeting with KCC Highways to discuss the HIP had been arranged for the 7th of April. 

      7.3   To receive any other Highways Matters. There were no other matters. 
8. Finance:  

 8.1    To receive and authorise payments listed on the schedule (to be provided at the meeting) 
    It was RESOLVED to approve the payments on the schedule. 
     

Payee Description £ 

KALC Annual Membership 336.82 

Mr A Cregeen It Support    50.00 

Hugo Fox Website Monthly Fee    23.99 

Ionos Emails Monthly Fee    30.00 

Fast Hosts Domain    10.20 
 
 

 8.2 Late Payment Request/s to be discussed for approval and payment. 
It was RESOLVED to reimburse Councillor Smith for printing the notices for the Parish Council 
Noticeboards £15.29 

 8.3 To consider any request for grants or donations. 
It was RESOLVED that the parish council would make a donation for 2025/26 to the Lydden 
Newsletter of £300. 



 8.4 To table any late financial matters. There were no late financial matters. 
 

9. To Consider any Village Improvement Projects. 
It was AGREED that: 
1. The Clerk would contact the Lydden Handyman to request a quote for the replacement of the  
       Village Gates. A response would be requested no later than fourteen days from receipt. 
2.   The Clerk would contact the Lydden Handyman and request a progress update on the new planters  
       for the Village Green. A response would be requested no later than seven days from receipt. 

10. Correspondence: 
 10.1 To table items of late correspondence. 
   10.2 Items circulated or received. 
  10.1.1 Pre-Election Period advice in relation to the Kent County Council Elections 1 May 

2025 
  10.1.2 Let Us Know How Your Town or Parish Council Will Support the #GBSpringClean 
  10.1.3 Section 137 expenditure limit for parish and town councils in England for the  

2025/26 financial year. 
  All correspondence was noted. 

11. Agenda Items for the next meeting:  The Chairman proposed a Parish Council run Village Quiz. It was 
AGREED to discuss this at the next meeting. 

12. Consideration of items to be taken in private (Exclusion of Public and Press): 
There are only a few reasons as to why, legally, the public and press can be excluded from a meeting. 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2) states "A body may, by resolution, exclude 
the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the 

   nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is passed, this Act shall 
not require the meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which the resolution applies." It 
is generally considered acceptable to exclude the press and public if the agenda item relates to the 
consideration of tenders, leases, purchases of assets, for matters relating to staffing covered by the 
Data Protection Act and to consider complaints against the council or a code of conduct complaint. 
 
1. The Clerk gave an update on a meeting with the Church Warden regarding the closed Churchyard 

2. 2.    The Clerk gave an update on insurance for the allotments. 
     

2025 Meeting Dates : 
  7th May, 4th June, 2nd July, 3rd September, 1st October, 5th November. 
 

 7th May Annual Village Meeting. 

 7th May Annual Statutory Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

   These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a record of resolutions made. 
There being no further business to be transacted, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:05 pm. 

 Signed : Date: 

 
 Chairman: Please Print 

 
 
 


