
 

     Lydden Parish Council 
                   

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th May 2026 

At 7.30 pm in Lydden Village Hall  

   Present: Lydden Parish Councillors: R Booth (Chairman), M Cregeen (Vice Chairman), B Collins, P Collins,  

                                                                    W Smith                                                                    

   In Attendance: KCC Councillor P King, Irene Bowie (Parish Clerk).  

 

                                                                                        AGENDA 
 

1. To elect a Chairman and receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
RESOLVED: Councillor Booth was elected as the Chair of the Parish Council. (unanimous) 
Councillor Booth signed the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

2. To elect a Vice Chairman 
RESOLVED: Councillor Cregeen was elected as the Vice-Chair of the Parish Council. 
Councillor Cregeen signed the Vice Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

3. Apologies. 
b 3.1 Apologies for absence received and confirmed by the Council Members who cannot attend a 

meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, under Section 
75(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.  There were none. 

 3.2 Declaration of Changes to the Register of Interests.  There were none. 

 3.3 To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda. In 
accordance with the  provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 
There were none. 

 3.4 Requests for Dispensations. There were none. 

 3.5 Declarations of Lobbying.  There were none. 
 

4. CO OPTION of Parish Councillor/s: To consider candidates for co-option. 
There were no candidates for co-option 
 

5. Public comments and observations. (Maximum 15 minutes) 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak.  Individuals may speak for 
up to three minutes, at the discretion of the Chairman, on agenda items only. The minute book will 
be closed.   
 

6. Reports from external parties (if present). 
Kent County Councillor, Dover District  Councillor, Police. 
KCC Councillor King gave his report. He covered the reduction of KCC Debt by £142 Million. The new 
KCC Highways Contractor – Ringway. That KCC had declared a migrant emergency. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk would apply for a KCC Members Grant to assist in the rplaceing of the Village 
Gate. 
 

7. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 4th February 2025  be taken as 
read, confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 
 

8. Planning:   

 8.1 To table planning applications received for consideration: 



 

  8.1.1 26/00423  Chalksole Farm, Warren Lane, Alkham, CT15 7ED 

Creation of pond and associated works 

RESOLVED: No objection 

 

 8.2 To Table and Validate Planning Applications dealt with since the last meeting.  
There were none. 

 8.3 To table decisions by Dover District  Council (DDC)  since the last meeting. 

There were none. 
 8.4 To Table late planning matters.  There were none. 

  9. To receive Reports  
 9.1 Chairman’s Report.  The Chairman reported that there were no updates since the last meeting 
 9.2 Clerks Report (on matters not included in other agenda items).  The Clark reported that there 

were no updates since the last meeting that were not included in other agenda items. 
 9.3 Councillors Report (on matters not included in other agenda items) 
 9.4 Allotments Report and Update, It was noted that the invoices for the year had been sent out. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to those tenants who had not been looking after their 
allotments to ask whether they wished to keep them. 

 9.5 Village Hall Report and Update 

  9.5.1 Update on Signage for the Village Hall car park. The Clerk gave an update. 

  9.5.2 To consider the purchase of a new defibrillator cabinet 
RESOLVED: To purchase a new cabinet. Clerk to progress 

  10. Highways: 
10.1 To review the Highways Improvement Plan.  AGREED: The HIP would be reviewed. 
10.2 To receive the parish portal report. Noted 
10.3 To receive and consider any other highway matters. There were none. 

 

11. Finance: 
 11.1 To receive and authorise payments listed on the schedule (to be provided at the meeting)   

RESOLVED: That the payments on the schedule were approved.          
 11.2 Late Payment Request/s to be discussed for approval and payment. There were none. 
 11.3 To receive and review the Insurance Renewal Quotation 2026/27.  

RESOLVED: To renew the policy with Clear Insurance. 
 11.4 To review and agree on the Standing Orders and Direct Debit Payments for 2026/27 

RESOLVED: That this remains unchanged 
 11.5 To table any late financial matters. There were none. 
 11.8 To appoint the Internal Auditor. 

RESOLVED: To appoint JN Accountancy Services as the Internal Auditor 
 11.9 To review the Fixed Asset register 

12. To receive the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the financial year ended 
 31st March 2026 

 12.1 Accounts for Approval 

  12.1.1 To receive the 2025/26 Accounts   
RESOLVED: To approve the 2025/26 accounts. 

  12.1.2 To review the 2025/26 spend vs budget 
RESOLVED: To approve the 2025/26 actual vs budget 

  12.1.3 To receive the Financial Report for 2025/26 
RESOLVED: To approve the Financial Report for 2025/26 

 12.2 To receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report 
RESOLVED: The Annual Internal Audit Report was received and accepted. 

 12.3 To receive and approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 
RESOLVED: The Chairman and the Clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement 

 12.4 To receive and approve the AGAR Accounting Statements (Section 2) 
RESOLVED: The Chairman and the Clerk signed the AGAR Accounting Statement 

 12.5 To receive and approve the AGAR for 2025/26 
RESOLVED: The AGAR for the year ending 31st March 2026 was accepted and approved. 

 12.6 To approve the Certificate of Exemption 



 

 
 
 

RESOLVED: The Certificate of Exemption was approved. 
 

13. Annual Policy Review: 
 13.1 Standing Orders 
 13.2 Financial Regulations 
 13.3 Data Protection Policy 
 13.4 Document Retention Policy 
 13.5 Freedom of Information and Model Publication Scheme 
 13.6 Code of Conduct 
 13.7 Email Policy 
 13.8 Scheme of Delegation 
 13.9 Memorial Bench Policy 
 13.10 Procedures & Policy for Authorisation of Payments 
 13.11 IT Policy 

RESOLVED: To readopt all policies. 
RE 

14. To Allocate Responsibilities and Working Groups 
 14.1 Highways and Speedwatch :Councillors Booth and Smith and the Clerk 
 14.2 Village Maintenance/Community Liaison: Councillor Smith and the Clerk 
 14.3 Parish Council Contribution to Lydden Newsletter   Parish Clerk 
 14.4 

14.5 
Events Working Group ALL Councillors 
Village Hall Management Committee Liaison. Councillor Collins 

14.5 
15. To consider and review: 
 15.1 Domain & Email Security.   AGREED: There would be no changes. 
 15.2 Website Accessibility: Ensuring websites meet WCAG 2.2 AA standards. AGREED: No Changes 
 15.3 GDPR/Data Protection Review.  RESOLVED: That the Parish Council met the requirements but would 

continue to regularly review any data held. 

16. Correspondence: 
 16.1 DDC Community Governance Review 2026 - Draft Recommendations. Clerk to respond and accept the 

recommendations. 
 16.2 

 
16.3 

Email from the Diocesan Registrar of Canterbury. 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council instruct a solicitor to act on this matter. 
Email from the Lydden Bell.    AGREED: The Clerk would contact the owner of the Lydden Bell and 
advise that the Parish Council would not be cutting back trees on the shared boundary. However, 
should the Lydden Bell wish to cut back any overhanging branches, the Parish Council had no 
objection. 
  

17. Agenda Items for the next meeting: 
 

18. Consideration of items to be taken in private (Exclusion of Public and Press): 
There are only a few reasons as to why, legally, the public and press can be excluded from a meeting. 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2) states "A body may, by resolution, 
exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of 
that business or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is passed, this Act shall not require 
the meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which the resolution applies." It is generally 
considered acceptable to exclude the press and public if the agenda item relates to the consideration 
of tenders, leases, purchases of assets, for matters relating to staffing covered by the Data Protection 
Act and to consider complaints against the council or a code of conduct complaint. 

 
Parish Council Meetings :  1st July, 2nd September, 7th October, 4th November, 2nd December  2026 
 



 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a record of resolutions made. 
   
There being no further business to be transacted, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:07 pm. 

Signed: Date: 

Chairman: Please Print 
 


